Mhammed Alhayek
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 2018

Mhammed Alhayek, who often goes by ‘Mo’, graduated from the Rutgers School of
Engineering with highest honors, where he majored in Electrical and Computer
Engineering. He is from East Hanover, NJ, where he went to Hanover Park High School
before beginning his college career at Rutgers. During his time at Rutgers, Mo spent 3 years
(sophomore year – senior year) working for the Office of Information Technology as a Lab
Consultant. He also spent his sophomore year as a research assistant for Professor Aaron
Mazzeo, helping him with research on agile, jellyfish based robots. Additionally, he was a
member of the Alumni Industry Scholars Program, where he helped organize events such
as Interns Present and How to Ace the Tech Interview. The summer after his sophomore
year, he worked at AT&T Labs in Middletown, NJ as a Software Engineering Intern. He
spent most of his time at AT&T doing front-end web development. The following summer,
he interned as a Technology Analyst at Goldman Sachs in New York City. This time around
he worked mostly on back-end development. These internships and research experiences
gave him the opportunity to work on practical problems that required the full software
development life cycle, and helped him realize his passion for problem solving and
engineering. Upon graduation, he was presented with several awards, most notably the
Student Scholar Award from the Rutgers Engineering Society, for being one of five students
to graduate from the School of Engineering with a 4.0 grade point average. His post-grad
plans begin with working full-time as a Software Engineer for Bloomberg in New York City.

What he enjoyed most at Rutgers was the camaraderie amongst his colleagues in the same
major. He felt that students were always willing to help each other out and push each other
to do better, and this played a huge role in the success he had there. Also, he loved the
diversity at Rutgers, which allowed for everyone to feel at home.

Travis Cote
Chemical and Biochemical Engineering, 2018

Travis Cote graduated from Rutgers with a degree in chemical engineering and minor in
economics. He is from Phillipsburg, New Jersey and attended Phillipsburg High School.
Travis was involved with the Rutgers Club Golf team, where he served for three years as
the club’s treasurer. He was also served as a Learning Assistant for the Rutgers Learning
Centers, where he spent two years assisting in sophomore and junior level chemical
engineering courses. Travis had the opportunity in the summer of 2017 to intern with
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals. Here, Travis served as a Purification Development Intern and
learned a lot about biotechnology and how biologics is the future of pharmaceuticals and
what a chemical engineer’s role is in this industry. Travis enjoyed his time at Rutgers and
enjoyed all the opportunities and events that Rutgers sponsored. One of his favorite
memories at Rutgers was when the Rutgers Men’s Basketball team defeated #15 ranked
Seton Hall at the RAC. The environment and comradery between students exemplified
Rutgers being “Jersey Strong”, and Travis was proud to contribute to this. One of his best
qualities is his loyalty toward Rutgers and how he wants to see nothing but success from
anyone who associates themselves with the Scarlet Knights. Travis is proud to have
graduated from Rutgers and cannot wait to give back to his school that has already done so
much for him. Now that he has graduated from Rutgers, Travis is currently pursuing an
entry level position, preferable with a pharmaceutical company.

James Forder
Chemical and Biochemical Engineering, 2018

James Forder graduated from Rutgers in 2018 with a BS in Chemical and Biochemical
Engineerinng. He grew up in Seaford, Delaware and attended Sussex Technical High School.
During his time at Rutgers, James was a general member of Omega Chi Epsilon, he taught as
part of the Learning Assistant program for 6 semesters, and served as Class of 2018
representative as well as Society Affairs committee chair in the Engineering Governing
Council. James also participated in modeling research under Professor Marianthi
Ierapetritou and Professor Ioannis Androulakis, with some of this contributions appearing
in a publication (A Framework for 2-Stage Global Sensitivity Analysis of Gastroplus™
Compartment Models, Megerle L Scherholz, James Forder, Ioannis P Androulakis). During
summer breaks while a student at Rutgers, James worked as a program management intern
at Aloft AeroArchitects (Georgetown, DE), R&D intern at Mondelez International (East
Hanover, NJ), and plant engineering intern at POET Biorefining (Bingham Lake, MN). In
addition to the Alumni-Industry scholarship, James was awarded the James Dickson Carr
scholarship as well as the Gertrude & Peter Nora Memorial Scholarship. Attending Rutgers
was a special time for James due to the countless opportunities available (like participating
in a color run or hearing prominent politicians speak), all the great people he met, and the
lessons he learned about dedication and responsibility. In the fall of 2018, James will be

attending the University of Delaware to pursue a PhD in Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering.

Lana Sharp
Industrial and Systems Engineering, 2018

Lana Sharp graduated from Industrial and Systems Engineering in the class of 2018. She is
from Ocean City, NJ and currently lives in the Washington D.C. area. She was involved in
SWE, Alpha Gamma Delta, and the president of the Institute of Industrial and Systems
Engineers. Her senior design project was creating a highly intelligent mobile tennis ball
collector.
She first interned at Giant Eagle in Pittsburgh, PA as a business systems consultant. This
role focused on internal consulting and continuous improvement. During her summer after
junior year, she was a marketing finance intern at Mars Wrigley Confectionery. She focused
on analyzing the effects of various types of marketing on value to each brand in the
chocolate segment. As a graduate, she will be working for Deloitte in D.C. as a business
technology analyst in their federal consulting practice.
Her favorite aspect of Rutgers is the school spirit and football games, and she hopes to
attend as an alumnus!

Alice Tchoudov
Aerospace Engineering, 2018

Alice Tchoudov is a senior majoring in Aerospace Engineering at Rutgers University. She is
from Pine Beach, New Jersey, and attended Central Regional High School. At Rutgers, she is
a Physics Learning Assistant, a member of SWE, Theta Tau, and AIS. She has interned at
Ocean County Engineering Department, UTC Aerospace Systems, and Northrop Grumman.
After this semester, she is interning for Northrop Grumman again in the summer and has
one more full-time semester at Rutgers. During her past four years in RU-SoE, her most
memorable moments were receiving comments from her students saying, “thank you” and
“you helped me so much”. Her advice to students is to read the book called “Year of Yes,”
which is about simply saying “yes” to every opportunity that comes across your life.

Hsinyo Yin
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 2018

Hsinyo Yin graduated in May 2018 with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical and Computer
Engineering. She also has a minor in Mathematics and has completed the Packaging
Engineering Certificate Program. She is from Harrison, NJ and attended High Tech High
School in North Bergen, NJ.
Joining the Reilly Douglass Engineering Living Learning Community her freshman year was
one of the best decisions she has made. There, she met many aspiring female engineers,
who shared the same passion as her. Throughout her four years at Rutgers University, she
enjoyed volunteering during her free time and participating in various on-campus events.
She was a part of Engineering Without Borders and was a member of both Tau Beta Pi, the
National Engineering Honor Society, and Eta Kappa Nu, the Electrical and Computer
Engineering Honor Society. For the latter honor society, she served as a representative for
a semester. She was also a research assistant in the ARESTY Research Program, where she
worked under the Industrial Systems Engineering Department to design an ergonomic
chair that can automatically adjust the user’s posture. In addition, she served as a student
ambassador for the School of Engineering since her sophomore year as well as a grader for
the Rutgers Math department for four semesters. She also served as the website chair for
the Alumni Industry Scholars Program.
She has had two past internship experiences in the engineering field. Her first internship
was at Arup in Iselin, NJ, as an electrical engineering intern. There, she had the opportunity
to implement concepts she has learned from the classroom for various electrical drawings
of many cool projects. Her second internship was at AECOM in New York City. As an energy
engineering intern, she was exposed to both technical and project management-related

work. From both internships, she gained a lot of knowledge and experience from working
with many talented engineers.
Hsinyo has been on the Dean’s List since her first semester at Rutgers University and has
received the Academic Excellence award her sophomore year. In addition, for her senior
project design, her group was able to receive the Best in Research award. Aside from her
academic recognitions, she has also received the ECE departmental service award.
As her student years come to a close, she realized how much personal growth she has made
in the last four years. Compared to her first tour as an ambassador, where she trembled as
she addressed a room full of people, to her last, where she initiated conversations sharing
her great experiences as a Rutgers engineering student, she grew more confident and
comfortable being out of her comfort zone. This was one of the best rewards she got out of
her time at Rutgers University.

Vigneshwar Perumal
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 2019

“No dream is too big, and no dreamer is too small.” – Turbo, DreamWorks Animation
“Oh Destiny! You may strike till the end of time, but I will never resign from trying.” – Pooja
R.
These two quotes have always inspired Vigneshwar Perumal. The first quote encourages
people to dream big and always have faith in themselves. The second quote urges people to
try their very best at any task they undertake without consideration of success or failure.
Vigneshwar Perumal graduated from Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey in
May 2019 with a bachelor’s degree in biomedical engineering. During his senior year he
also completed a one-year Data Science Professional Certificate course from HarvardX. He
is very passionate about computational biology and healthcare analytics. He is from Iselin,
New Jersey and he went to John F. Kennedy Memorial High School.
Vigneshwar had interned at EDG, a Home Automation Company for 4 years where he was
introduced to IoT (Internet of Things) devices. He also worked at CCICADA, a department
of Homeland Security during his sophomore year, where he carried out data analysis for
safer law enforcement.
During his junior year at Rutgers, Vigneshwar Perumal was the Secretary of RU Enable, a
nonprofit student organization that aims at providing 3D printed hands to those in need of
an upper assistive limb device for free. His senior design research was designing a bone
scaffold for regeneration of human bone for patients with significant bone loss due to
injury or disease.
Vigneshwar Perumal is a recipient of the Vincent Chee Ascendency Award 2016 and is a
member of the National Biomedical Engineering Honors Society. He will be working at
Accenture Consulting in Houston, Texas starting Fall 2019.

Brenda Reyes
Industrial and Systems Engineering, 2019

Brenda Reyes is an Industrial & Systems Engineering (ISE) major from Freehold, NJ where
she graduated from Freehold Township High School. At Rutgers University, she was
actively involved in the Catholic Student Association, Alpha Pi Mu (ISE honors society), and
the Institute of Industrial & Systems Engineers (IISE). In IISE, she held various leadership
positions such as Freshman Representative, Public Relations Chair, Secretary, and
President. Brenda previously interned at Silver Line Building Products as a Performance
Engineering Intern and at A&E Medical Corporation as an Operations Engineering Intern.
During her time at Rutgers, she received numerous distinctions such as: Outstanding
Service Award from the ISE Department, 2nd place in the ISE Senior Design Competition,
3rd place in the IISE Northeast Regional Undergraduate Student Technical Paper
Competition, the ISE Michna Award, and was consecutively on the Dean’s List since fall
2016. After graduation, Brenda plans to work at A&E Medical Corporation as an Operations
Leader in Farmingdale, NJ. One of her favorite memories of the School of Engineering was
having the opportunity to compete with her senior design project in the IISE Northeast
Regional Conference at the University of Pittsburgh.

Morgan Taylor
Mechanical Engineering, 2019

Morgan Taylor graduated in May 2019 with her Mechanical Engineering degree, Aerospace
concentration, and a minor in Mathematics. She was a part of the Engineering Honors Academy and
her home town is Lumberton, NJ.

While at Rutgers, Morgan was involved with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
and the Society of Women Engineers. She held Elected Board positions of Treasurer and
President within ASME.
Through the Aresty Undergraduate Research center, Morgan conducted research under Dr.
Shojaei-Zadeh on Smart Textiles for Camouflage. She used thermochromic inks and heat
transfer properties to design a dynamic camouflage. Her most memorable moment was
presenting at the Research Symposium, due to the rewarding feeling of presenting her
project to friends, family, and professors. Morgan then continued in the Aresty program as
a Peer Instructor, helping other undergraduates understand the broader impact of
research. Finally, in her senior year, Morgan became an Aresty Senior Peer Instructor,
where she coordinated the Aresty Research Symposium and advised the Peer Instructors.
Morgan also had three internship experiences, throughout her time at Rutgers. After her
freshman year in summer 2016, Morgan interned as a Mechanical Engineering Intern at L3
Technologies. There she worked on mechanical drawings and 3D modeling. Summer 2017
she interned at Lockheed Martin Moorestown as a College Student Technical Senior Intern.

She worked with the safety engineering team to generate Hazard Tracking Databases for
the various programs and weapon systems within the Moorestown site. Summer 2018
Morgan interned at Lockheed Martin as a College Student Technical Specialist Intern. She
worked with the Reliability Maintainability and Reliability team to develop reliability block
diagrams and metrics, while also designing a Condition Based Maintenance calculation
system.
For the senior design project, Morgan had leadership rolls of Financial Advisor and
Fuselage Sub-team Lead. The project, Multi-Mode Hybrid Delivery System, combines the
efficiency of a fixed wing aircraft with the maneuverability of a quadcopter to develop a
quicker package delivery system. This prototype design, developed under Dr. Bilgen, was
presented to the community and department in May 2019.
After graduation Morgan began her career path in the Lockheed Martin Engineering
Leadership Development Program. Through this program she will attend technical and
leadership conferences, complete four job rotations, conduct volunteer work, and earn a
Technical Master Degree.

Kristene Aguinaldo from Westfield, NJ
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 2019

Rutgers Involvement
Learning Assistant for Physics and ECE Departments
School of Engineering Ambassador
Eta Kappa Nu - ECE Honors Society
Society of Women Engineers

Internships/Research
Technology Analyst at Goldman Sachs
Research Assistant at Rutgers University in Deep Learning and Object Detection
Radar Systems Intern at Lockheed Martin
Undergraduate Researcher at Princeton University

Awards/Honors
Laurance M. and Dorothy L. Leeds Endowed Scholarship Recipient
James Dickson Carr Scholarship Recipient

Most Memorable Moment at Rutgers
When a Tyrannosaurus Rex ran through our Digital Logic Design lecture and when I got the email that I
am an Alumni-Industry Scholar.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristene-aguinaldo-3b70b3126

Mykola Gryshko from Linden, NJ
Electrical and Computer Engineering,
2019

Rutgers Involvement
Vice President of Loss Prevention - Delta Upsilon Fraternity

Internships/Research
Technology Analyst Internship with S&P Global

Awards/Honors
t

Most Memorable Moment at Rutgers
Rutgers University Dance Marathon final reveal. My organization raised $40,000 and Rutgers as
a whole raised over a million dollars. It was inspiring and a surreal moment when they revealed
how much we all raised.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/mykola-gryshko-71b724120/

Margaret Kirollos from East Brunswick, NJ
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 2019
Internships/Research
Software Engineer at Facebook - Summer 2018
Software Engineer at UPS - Summer 2017- Spring 2018

Awards/Honors
t
Engineering Scholarship

Most Memorable Moment at Rutgers
While there have been many memories and events at Rutgers, there is really only one memory that stands
out. That memory is the first day I actually came to Rutgers. I had just graduated from high school and I
was starting a new chapter, but I did not know what it was going to be. That first day in the middle of the
summer was when I truly became a college student. I was on my own completely for the first time at a
University I have never been before, rooming with people I never met before. Throughout that day, I got
to know Rutgers a little more and I learned what it would be like as a college student. I was exposed to
different people besides where I grew up my entire life and I got to make a lot of different friends. That
day was the beginning for me and I will always remember that as the start of a great four years.

Brianna Mantz from Monroe Township, NJ
Civil Engineering, 2019

Rutgers Involvement
President of American Society of Civil Engineers
Member of Chi Epsilon, National Society of Civil
Member of Society of Women Engineers

Internships/Research
Research with Professor Richard Riman in the Materials Science and Engineering Department for
2.5 years

Awards/Honors
Edwin Louis Gidley Memorial Scholarship
Dennis and Anita Rodkin Alumni-Industry Scholarship

Most Memorable Moment at Rutgers
My most memorable moment at RU is probably all of the collaboration between students that I am
constantly experiencing. The willingness of each student to help one another in the classroom and in
pursuing their careers is not found at every college.

Alexandra Spitzer from Roxbury, NJ
Materials Science and Engineering,
2019

Rutgers Involvement
Resident Assistant
School of Engineering Ambassador
Society of Plastics Engineers
Material Advantage

Internships/Research
Research Assistant in the Advanced Polymer Processing Lab
Aresty Summer Science Research Assistant

Awards/Honors
John R. Vander Veer Scholarship
Laurance M. & Dorothy L. Leeds Scholarship
RHA Scarlet Pride Pin

Most Memorable Moment at Rutgers
One of my favorite memories was hanging out with my friends all day when we were actually given a
Snow Day at Rutgers in 2017! Besides that, getting to experience Rutgers Pride at football games and all
the other events is so much fun!

Areeb Zaidi from Carteret, NJ
Chemical and Biochemical
Engineering, 2019
Rutgers Involvement
Rutgers Muslums Student Association
Ashley Lauren Foundation
American Medical Student Association

Internships/Research
Research Assistant at Waksman Institute of Microbiology

Awards/Honors
Omega Chi Epsilon Honor Society
t

Most Memorable Moment at Rutgers
Organizing and running a Career Panel from scratch and receiving the email that I was an AlumniIndustry Scholar.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/areeb-zaidi-40487910b/

