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R U T G E R S  U N I V E R S I T Y  
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G
Established in 1864, the School of Engineering at Rutgers University— 

New Brunswick is home to educational opportunity and innovation, the 

foundation upon which work of enormous relevance to society and the 

economy is made possible through world-class research and important industry 

partnerships. With seven academic departments representing key engineering 

disciplines, world-renowned faculty, and groundbreaking research centers,  

the School of Engineering is recognized around the world as comprehensive  

and leading-edge, training the next generation of innovators across a broad 

spectrum of professions.  
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MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE  
AND DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS

The Medal of Excellence and Distinguished Alumni Awards were established 

by the School of Engineering in 2006. The awards are presented annually 

and recognize alumni who are distinguished in their profession and for their 

service to the school and the community. Nominations are accepted each 

year and recipients are selected by an awards committee that includes School 

of Engineering faculty members and deans. Beginning in 2024, the School 

of Engineering began recognizing corporate support as influential in student 

success, research advancement, and philanthropy.

RUTGERS ENGINEERING ALUMNI  
DISTINGUISHED ENGINEER AWARD  

The Distinguished Engineer Award, established by the Rutgers Engineering 

Society in 1960, is presented annually to a graduate of Rutgers School 

of Engineering who has made significant technical contributions in their 

professional career. Rutgers Engineering Alumni, previously known as the 

Rutgers Engineering Society, is the alumni organization of the School of 

Engineering, and supports the school, its programs, faculty, and students 

through a year-round schedule of activities.  



BUILD THE 
FUTURE. 
SOLVE THE 
UNEXPECTED.
At RC Andersen, we don’t 
just construct industrial spaces—
we engineer solutions that push 
boundaries. Every site tells a 
di�erent story, and we’ve read 
them all: uncontrolled historic fill, 
sinkholes, deep organics, expansive 
clays, sensitive silts—you name it.
Our projects demand sharp minds, 
bold problem-solving, and teamwork
to deliver e cient and sustainable 
facilities from the ground up.

Visit www.rcandersen.com 
for more information.

https://www.rcandersen.com/
RC Andersen is an equal opportunity employer. Every Site Tells a Story. Read Ours.
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T H E  E V E N I N G ’ S  P R O G R A M

W E L C O M I N G  R E M A R K S

Remo J. Colarusso, Jr. ENG’83, RBSG’88
Vice President, Manufacturing and Technical Operations, Janssen Supply Chain (Ret.)

Francine Conway, Ph.D.
Chancellor 
Rutgers University-New Brunswick 

Alberto M. Cuitiño, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Engineering

A W A R D  P R E S E N T A T I O N S

Distinguished Young Alumnus | Stephen Recchia
Assimina Pelegri, Ph.D.
Professor and Department Chair, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering

Dean’s Award for Service and Lifetime Achievement | Ilene Rosen
Jean Patrick Antoine ENG’95
Assistant Dean, Enrichment Programs
Rutgers School of Engineering
Alberto Cuitiño

Distinguished Alumnus in Industry | Di Xu
Ayca Altay
Senior Data Analyst, Dun & Bradstreet

D I N N E R  I S  S E R V E D

Richard N. Weeks Remembered  
Asmi Kaushal ENG’27 

Corporate Partner of the Year | New Jersey Transit
Ali Maher, Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation

Distinguished Alumnus in Research | Peter Pupalaikis
Yingying Chen, Ph.D. 
Professor and Department Chair, Electrical and Computer Engineering

Rutgers Engineering Alumni Distinguished Engineer Award | Peter Schultz 
Michaele Watson ENG’10
President, Rutgers Engineering Alumni
Lisa Klein, Ph.D.
Professor and Department Chair, Materials Science and Engineering

Medal of Excellence | Robert C. Andersen
Alberto Cuitiño



We’re working at the intersection of science and 
technology to build a world where complex diseases are 
prevented, treated and cured. Where treatments are 
smarter and less invasive. And solutions are personal.

We believe health 
is everything

Learn more at JNJ.com.



Where the leading engineers, scientists  
and advisors unite. wsp.com

EXPECT 
DIFFERENT
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M E DA L  O F  E XC E L L E N C E 

This award honors alumni or friends of the School of Engineering whose 
superior achievements have honorably reflected the school over their lifetime. 
Recipients of this award will have outstanding professional accomplishments, 
demonstrated managerial leadership, set high standards of excellence 
serving as role models for today’s Rutgers engineering students, and pursued 
activities that generally benefit the greater good of society.

H O N O R E E

Robert C. Andersen 
ENG’85 Civil Engineering
Chief Executive Officer (retired) 
RC Andersen  

At the culmination of a 40-year career, Robert Andersen was the chief executive officer of RC 
Andersen, the company he founded in 2006 and currently serves in an advisory role.

Mr. Andersen began his career with Paul Beck Associates as a structural engineer before 
assuming positions at Wilkinson and Co. and Turner Construction, serving in various roles 
ranging from project engineer, project superintendent, and project manager. After a decade 
with March Associates in New Jersey as vice president, he decided to start his own firm.

Initially, a local general contractor specializing in industrial warehousing, the company 
quickly grew, conducting business nationally with integrity, honesty, and transparency.  
RC Andersen has been named one of Engineering News-Record’s top nationally ranked 
industrial general contractors.

Mr. Andersen’s industry honors and philanthropic involvement include the NAIOP NJ Impact 
Award, Daytop New Jersey Honoree, Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation National Honoree, and 
Chilton Hospital Foundation. In 2022, he established the Robert C. Andersen Endowed 
Scholarship at Rutgers School of Engineering to benefit undergraduate students studying 
civil and environmental engineering.
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D I ST I N G U I S H E D  E N G I N E E R  AWA R D

The Distinguished Engineer Award is presented annually by Rutgers 
Engineering Alumni to a fellow School of Engineering graduate who has made 
significant technical contributions in his or her career. Alumni of the School of 
Engineering have been presenting this award since 1960.

H O N O R E E

Peter C. Schultz, Ph.D. 
BS’64, PhD’67 Ceramics Engineering 
Consultant       
Peter Schultz Consulting

Peter C. Schultz is an internationally recognized scientist and co-inventor of the fiber 
optics used for telecommunications. Today, virtually all the 2.5 billion miles of fiber optic 
cable deployed worldwide are based on his original materials and process patents. He is 
the recipient of numerous honors for his achievements, including election to the National 
Academy of Engineering (1991), induction into the National Inventors Hall of Fame (1993), 
and receiving the National Medal of Technology (2000) from President Clinton – the highest 
technology award of the U.S. government. He holds 26 U.S. patents and has published over 
25 technical papers. 

Dr. Schultz has enjoyed a nearly 60-year career in the fields of optical fiber communica-
tion and materials and ceramic sciences. He was senior scientist at Corning (1967-1984), 
SpecTran Inc.’s vice president of technology (1984-1988), and president of Heraeus Inc. USA 
(1988-2001). Following his retirement in 2001, Dr. Schultz has continued to provide techni-
cal and business consulting services and expertise in patent infringement and litigation 
cases to numerous international companies through Peter Schultz Consulting, LLC. He has 
also served on various corporate boards.
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D I ST I N G U I S H E D  AC H I E V E M E N T  I N  I N D U ST RY

This award honors alumni of the School of Engineering whose contributions 
have earned distinction in industry as a leader, innovator, and manager.

H O N O R E E

Di Xu, Ph.D.  
PhD’01 Industrial Engineering
Vice President and Head of AI Labs and AI Governance
American Express

A native of Shanghai, Di Xu came to the U.S. to earn his graduate degrees. Unfamiliar 
with universities here, his selection was initially based on Rutgers’ convenient location to 
important metropolitan areas. Today, however, Dr. Xu credits his Rutgers experience with its 
emphasis on optimization and statistics to his successes in and contributions to advances 
in machine learning.

Dr. Xu began his career at American Express in 2001, holding positions of increasing 
responsibility in data science, including acquisition, underwriting, and fraud and customer 
management modeling functions. Today, as vice president and head of AI Labs and AI 
Governance and chair of the company’s Credit and Fraud Model Risk Committee, Dr. Xu and 
his team are actively exploring cutting-edge machine learning research and its application 
in financial services.

Working in an ever-evolving area, Dr. Xu values the input of young people. Committed to 
fostering the next generation of engineers, he has championed and supported initiatives 
that connect students with real-world perspectives through academic-industry collabora-
tion. For his professional accomplishments and commitment to his alma mater, including 
service as a member of the Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering’s Industry 
Advisory Board, Dr. Xu received the department’s Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2022.
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D I ST I N G U I S H E D  AC H I E V E M E N T  I N  R E S E A R C H

This award honors alumni of the School of Engineering whose achievements 
in research have significantly contributed to the advancement of new 
technologies.

H O N O R E E

Peter J. Pupalaikis  
BS’88 Electrical Engineering
Founding Member
Nubis Communications, Inc. 

Peter J. Pupalaikis is a founding member of Nubis Communications, Inc., a startup 
company that develops low-power, high-density, and high-speed silicon photonics 
electro-optical transceivers for data centers and ML/AI applications. He is responsible 
for system simulations and simulator development, signal and power integrity, and 
test and analysis infrastructure development.

Prior to Nubis, Mr. Pupalaikis worked for 25 years at Teledyne LeCroy, where he was 
vice president of technology development. His numerous inventions in the areas of 
signal processing, RF and microwave systems, applied mathematics, and measure-
ment enabled the company to develop highly accurate and very high bandwidth mea-
surement instruments, holding records for real-time oscilloscope bandwidth for over a 
decade. These instruments are critical for the development of technology in numerous 
areas. Some of his research and development led to new classes of instruments, such 
as network analyzers based on time-domain reflectometry.

He was elevated to IEEE fellow in 2013, published the textbook, “S-parameters for Sig-
nal Integrity” in 2020 through Cambridge University Press, and was inducted into the 
U.S. National Academy of Engineering in 2024. After serving in the United States Army, 
he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering with high honors from 
Rutgers. He is a member of Tau Beta Pi and Eta Kappa Nu honors societies.
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D I ST I N G U I S H E D  YO U N G  A LU M N U S

This award recognizes the early career accomplishments of alumni who 
have graduated—at any academic level—within the past ten years and have 
demonstrated continued involvement with the school and university. 

H O N O R E E

Stephen Recchia, Ph.D.
BS’04 Mechanical Engineering, PhD’16 Materials  
Science and Engineering 
Department of Defense Military Program Manager
Office of Undersecretary of Defense-Manufacturing and 
Technology, U.S. Army 

Stephen Recchia is an engineer with 21 years of experience leading programs and designing 
munitions and ordinance for the Department of Defense (DoD). Currently, Dr. Recchia is a 
program manager in the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense–Manufacturing and Tech-
nology (OSD–ManTech) team. Dr. Recchia has managed the quick-win portfolio and served 
as the deputy program manager for the Manufacturing Science and Technology Program. 
During his tenure at OSD-ManTech, he developed focused investment areas, organized 
technology demonstrations for DoD stakeholders/leadership, and developed technical 
roadmaps in conjunction with the Principal Director of Materials at OSD. Most recently, Dr. 
Recchia has assumed the mantle of the program manager for the Department of Defense 
Manufacturing Innovation Institutes (MII), where he leads public/private engagement and 
manages public funding for the nine DoD MII. 

Prior to joining the OSD-ManTech office, Dr. Recchia was a senior research engineer at the 
U.S. Army DEVCOM-Armaments Center, where he was recognized as an expert in dynamic 
loading through failure, including gun launch, penetration, and blast overpressure. In this 
capacity, he consulted on projects for the Army having issues with reliability and perfor-
mance.
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D E A N ’ S  AWA R D  FO R  S E RV I C E  A N D  L I F E T I M E  AC H I E V E M E N T

This award honors alumni or friends of the School who have given of their 
time or talent for the enrichment of the School of Engineering community. 
A candidate’s contribution must directly impact the School through service 
such as board or committee membership, as a guest lecturer engaging 
with students, as a supporter of School or student initiatives, by making 
industry introductions which open doors to opportunities, and other similar 
contributions. 

H O N O R E E

Ilene Rosen, Ed.D. 
BA’82, MEd’87, EdD‘97
Associate Dean for Student Services
Rutgers School of Engineering

When Ilene Rosen came to Rutgers as a first-year student in 1978, she embarked on what 
would become a more than 40-year academic and professional relationship with the univer-
sity. Earning a bachelor’s degree in English and master’s and doctoral degrees in educa-
tional psychology, she joined Rutgers School of Engineering in 1987 as part of a retention 
initiative for the Education Opportunity Fund (EOF) program.  

Dean Rosen’s role at the School of Engineering continued to expand, and she eventu-
ally assumed the position of associate dean of Student Services and director of EOF. She 
founded TARGET (The Academy at Rutgers for Girls in Engineering and Technology) and 
Governor’s School of Engineering and Technology initiatives, summer engineering programs 
for elementary, middle school, and high school students. She also helped establish the 
Educational Opportunity Program, which offers academic access to students who lack 
college resources. Dean Rosen’s dedication to students included serving as an advisor for 
several student organizations, such as the Society of Hispanic Engineers, Society of Women 
in Engineering, Minority Engineering Education Task, Rutgers Formula Racing, RU OK, and 
the Engineering Governing Council.
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C O R P O R AT E  PA RT N E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

This award recognizes a corporation or business that has demonstrated 
outstanding collaboration and made a positive impact within Rutgers 
School of Engineering’s community in the areas of philanthropy, student 
engagement, research partnerships, and career support.  

NJ TRANSIT is New Jersey’s public transportation corporation. Covering a service area of 
5,325 miles, NJ TRANSIT is the nation’s third-largest provider of bus, rail, and light rail transit, 
linking major points in New Jersey, New York, and Philadelphia. On 263 bus routes and 12 
rail lines statewide, NJ TRANSIT provides nearly 270 million passenger trips each year.

NJ TRANSIT also administers several publicly funded transit programs for people with 
disabilities, senior citizens, and people living in the state’s rural areas who have no other 
means of transportation. In addition, the agency provides support and equipment to pri-
vately-owned contract bus carriers. As the vehicle that connects New Jerseyans with employ-
ment, education, health care, and recreational opportunities in and around the Garden State, 
NJ TRANSIT is vital to the state’s economic and social well-being, as well as its quality of life.

NJ TRANSIT also actively engages with academic institutions in addressing infrastructure 
challenges and providing the agency’s vast network as a test bed for innovation and work-
force training. Rutgers School of Engineering and the faculty, students, and staff affiliated 
with Rutgers’ Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation (CAIT) have worked 
closely with NJ TRANSIT to develop innovations like electrifying buses and trains, optimiz-
ing management of transit infrastructure, mitigating against climate change impacts, and 
making train windows clear and transparent. Many of these ideas are now being emulated 
by transit agencies across the country. These strategic partnerships exemplify a forward-
thinking commitment to innovation, sustainability, and community service, while address-
ing both immediate and long-term transportation challenges.  

H O N O R E E
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S P O N S O R S 
Rutgers School of Engineering Gratefully Acknowledges  

Our Medal of Excellence Sponsors

D I N N E R

RC Andersen

R E C E P T I O N

Johnson & Johnson
WSP USA

T R A I L B L A Z E R

Merck
Telos Advisors

TransDigm
Verizon

E X P L O R E R

Aircastle Advisor
Bechtel  

KMB Design Group
Lockheed Martin

PSEG
Turner Construction

Utility & Transportation Contractors Association
Weeks Marine

B U I L D E R

ESI Econsult Solutions
Jacobs Engineering
Juniper Networks

Langan
Pennoni Associates

Princeton Hydro
Railroad Construction Company

Siemens Healthineers



Using the power of leading-edge  
science to save and improve lives  
around the world
For more than a century, we’ve been at the forefront  
of research, bringing forward medicines, vaccines  
and innovative health solutions for some of the world’s  
most challenging diseases. 

At Merck, we rise to the challenge in pursuit of better 
health outcomes.

Copyright © 2024 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved.   
US-NON-11112 07/22



One Gateway Center
Suite 2600

Newark, NJ 07102

telosadvisers.com

Strategic advisory for the most 
complex transportation and 

infrastructure projects

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO NJ TRANSIT AND THE  

2025 HONOREES





Take your next 
step in the
V Team Life

At Verizon, we power and empower how people live, work and 
play. We're all about connecting everything and everyone in 
new and exciting ways.

Just as our purpose is inherently inclusive, so is our workplace. 
And it’s reflected in how we conduct ourselves and care for our 
customers, communities and each other. 

Our V Teamers  are a force for growth and a force for good. 
They're the change-makers, overachievers, creators and 
underdogs who create innovative solutions that make people’s 
lives better and connect them to who they love most.

So, what are you waiting for? Take the next step toward a 
rewarding career. Join us in the V Team Life! 

Verizon is an equal opportunity/disability/vet employer

Scan to 
learn more.







© 2024 Lockheed Martin Corporation

21ST CENTURY SECURITY SOLUTIONS
THAT POWER MULTI-DOMAIN OPERATIONS.



Visit bechtel.com to learn more.

http://bechtel.com


pseg.com

Congratulations 
to New Jersey Transit 
and all of the Medal of 
Excellence honorees.

vision

Powering
progress.



RUTGERS UNIVERSITY - NEW BRUNSWICK   
CENTER FOR PROTEOMICS

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY - NEW BRUNSWICK   
BUSCH CAMPUS RESIDENCE HALL

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY - NEW BRUNSWICK   
LIFE SCIENCES BUILDING

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY - NEWARK 
LIFE SCIENCE BUILDING ADDITION

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY - NEWARK 
SCHOOL OF NURSING RENOVATION

RUTGERS HEALTH 
RUTGERS CANCER INSTITUTE

TURNER 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY IS PROUD 
TO SUPPORT THE 

RUTGERS SCHOOL OF 
ENGINEERING MEDAL OF 

EXCELLENCE AWARDS

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL OF THIS YEAR’S 

AWARD WINNERS

685 ROUTE 202/206, SUITE 303 
BRIDGEWATER, NJ 08807

732-627-8300

SCAN TO LEARN MORE  
TURNERCONSTRUCTION.COM



www.utcanj.org
(732) 292-4300

               Dave Rible           Gerard Burdi           Lisa Ballerini
           Executive Director              President     President-Elect

Congratulations to

The 2025
Awardees

from your friends at

EST. 1965

Constructing a
Better New Jersey
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PARTNERING TO  
BUILD OUR  
FUTURE WORKFORCE.
Weeks Marine is proud of our continued support of the Rutgers School of Engineering  
and would like to congratulate the 2025 Medal of Excellence alumni honorees.

| WEEKSMARINE.COM



 → BENEFIT-COST ANALYSIS
 → CATALYTIC GROWTH PROJECTIONS
 → ECONOMIC AND FISCAL IMPACT STUDIES
 → EQUITY ANALYSIS

 → INNOVATION INFRASTRUCTURE
 → LITIGATION SUPPORT
 → PUBLIC FINANCING AND INCENTIVES
 → STRATEGIC ASSESSMENTS

ECONOMICS ANALYSES FOR

TRANSPORTATION  
& INFRASTRUCTURE

econsultsolutions.com



Siemens Healthineers Digital 
Technology & Innovation Center
Artificial Intelligence for Healthcare

We are proud sponsors of the Medal of Excellence and warmly 
congratulate the 2025 awardees for their achievements.

A special thank you to the many Rutgers graduates who help us 
advance research and shape the future of healthcare in Princeton, 
New Jersey and worldwide.

Continue innovating and join us on our journey!

siemens-healthineers.com 



The AI-Naave Network

Making every conneccon

Juniper Networks

Scan here to learn more.



langan.com

Geotechnical | Site/Civil | Environmental | Surveying/3D Laser Scanning | Transportation/Traffic | Waterfront/Marine   
Landscape Architecture + Planning | GIS/Data Management Services | Asbestos, LBP, Indoor Air Quality/Mold Consulting

Rutgers University Solar   
Busch Campus

PARTNERS FOR WHAT’S POSSIBLE
www.pennoni.com

Pennoni 
Congratulates

the 2025
Distinguished 

Honorees

Offices in Camden, Cape May, Haddon Heights, Newark, and Princeton



We are proud to celebrate Alumni and Industry 
Leaders who inspire innovation and drive progress. 

Your leadership, vision and impact continue to shape the 
future of construction and engineering.  



T H A N K  YO U
F R O M 

Rutgers School of Engineering

Congratulations to the 
2025 Rutgers University 
School of Engineering 
Medal of Excellence  
Award Recipients.
At Jacobs, our work goes beyond 
innovative solutions — it’s about 
creating lasting, positive change  
in the places we call home. 

Building futures in New Jersey.

Follow us @JacobsConnects  |  jacobs.com




